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(54) Motor starting relay device having PTC thermistors. 

(57) In a relay device, a first PTC thermistor (1) has 
one end connected to a first external connect- 
ing terminal (4), and the other end connected to 
one end of a second PTC thermistor (2), the 
other end of which is connected to a second 
external connecting terminal (5), and the ther- 
mo-switch (3) is thermally coupled to the first 
and second PTC thermistors (1,2), and connec- 
ted in parallel with the second PTC thermistor 
(2). The thermo-switch is held closed when not 
heated, and is opened by heat generated by the 
first or second PTC thermistor. Therefore, the 
relay device is low in initial resistance, and 
small in power consumption during heat ba- 
lance. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to relay devices, and more 
particularly to a motor starting relay device utilizing a 
positive temperature characteristics of positive tem- 
perature coefficient (PTC) resistance elements such 
as positive characteristic thermistors. 

2. Discussion of the Prior Art 

A relay device operating on the resistance tem- 
perature characteristic of a positive characteristic 
(PTC) thermistor has been extensively employed for 
starting an electric motor such as a compressor motor 
for a refrigerator or an air conditioner. The motor-start- 
ing relay device is provided for operating the starter 
circuit of an electric motor of capacitor start type or 
split- phase start type; that is, it operates as a kind of 
off-delay relay. 

As disclosed by Post-examined Japanese Utility 
Model Publication (Kokoku) Sho-58-34722/(1983), 
Post-examined Japanese Patent Publication (Koko- 
ku) Sho-63-1 881 7/(1 988), and Unexamined Japa- 
nese Model Application (Kokai) Hei-2-2802/(1990), a 
conventional motor-starting relay device uses one 
PTC thermistor. 

A conventional split-phase start type single-pha- 
se motor is shown in Fig. 10, in which the PTC ther- 
mistor 101 is connected to the auxiliary winding 104 
of the motor 102. For an initial period of time imme- 
diately after the power switch 1 06 is turned on to start 
the motor, the temperature of the PTC thermistor 101 
is low, thus operating as a low-resistance element of 
several tens of ohms (Q). Since the impedance of the 
auxiliary winding circuit which is determined from the 
low resistance of the PTC thermistor and the induc- 
tance of the auxiliary winding 104 is different from the 
impedance of the main winding circuit which is deter- 
mined from the inductance of the main winding 103, 
the current 12 in the auxiliary winding 104 is shifted 
in phase the current 11 in the main winding 103 of the 
motor 1 02. This phase difference gives rise to a rotat- 
ing magnetic field, as a result of which the armature 
of the motor starts rotation. After the motor has been 
started, the PTC thermistor 101 generates heat by it- 
self with the lapse of time; that is, its temperature is 
increased, and accordingly its resistance is greatly in- 
creased (to several tens of kilo-ohms (k£l) to several 
hundreds of kilo-ohms (k£2)) so that-the current 12 
flowing in the auxiliary winding 103 is greatly de- 
creased to a micro current (several mili-ampere (mA)) 
only. Thus, the motor 102 is allowed to rotate in stea- 
dy state. As is apparent from the above description, 
the PTC thermistor 101 operates as a starting resis- 
tor low in resistance, and as a high resistance element 
which to decrease the current 12 flowing in the auxil- 



iary winding 104 is greatly decreased into slight cur- 
rent. That is, the PCT have a function as a relay de- 
vice which substantially electrically disconnect the 
auxiliary winding. 

5 As was described above, in the conventionary 

PTC relay device, the PTC thermistor is used as a 
high resistance element to substantially electrically 
disconnect the auxiliary winding. Therefore, during 
the steady operation of the motor, it is essential for 

10 the PTC thermistor to generate heat thereby to be 
maintained high in resistance. As a result, the PTC 
thermistor may consume electric power up to 3 to 4 
watts. 

On the other hand, it is necessary for the PTC 
15 thermistorto show high resistance for the relaying op- 
eration, and to meet the requirement that it should op- 
erates as a starting resistor low in resistance. Hence, 
in the prior art using only one PTC thermistor, the re- 
sistance temperature characteristic required for the 
20 PTC thermistor is determined, and therefore it is dif- 
ficulty to reduce the power consumption of the relay 
device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

25 

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to elim- 
inate the above-described difficulties accompanying 
a conventional motor starting relay device. More spe- 
cifically, an object of the invention is to provide a mo- 

30 tor starting relay device in which the initial resistance 
is maintained low, and the power consumption is 
greatly reduced during heat balance. 

The foregoing object of the invention has been 
achieved by the provision of a relay device compris- 

35 ing at least two positive characteristic (PTC) thermis- 
tors, namely, first and second PTC thermistors, and 
a t her mo-switch (heat-operated switch), in which, ac- 
cording to the invention, the first PTC thermistor has 
one end connected to a first external connecting ter- 

40 minal, and the other end connected to one end of the 
second PTC thermistor, the other end of which is con- 
nected to a second external connecting terminal, the 
t her mo-switch is thermally coupled to the first and 
second PTC thermistors, and connected in parallel 

45 with the second PTC thermistor, the t her mo- switch 
being held closed when not heated, and being opened 
by heat generated by the first or second PTC thermis- 
tor. 

I n t he relay device of the invention, as was descri- 
50 bed above, one end of the first PTC thermistor is con- 
nected to the first external connecting terminal, and 
the other end to one end of the second PTC thermis- 
tor, the other end of which is connected to the second 
external connecting terminal, and the thermo switch 
55 is connected in parallel to the second PTC thermistor 
and is held closed when not heated. Hence, when vol- 
tage is applied between the external connecting ter- 
minals, for an initial period of time immediately after 



3 



EP 0 590 592 A1 



4 



the application of the voltage, the second PTC ther- 
mistor is short-circuited by the thermo-switch held 
closed, and therefore the voltage is applied, in its en- 
tirety, to the first PTC thermistor, so that the latter 
generates heat. In this case, the initial resistance of 
the relay device is determined by the first PTC ther- 
mistor, and therefore the initial resistance can be set 
to a low value by employing a PTC thermistor low in 
cold resistance as the first PTC thermistor. 

The thermo-switch is thermally coupled to the 
first PTC thermistor, so that it is opened in response 
to heat generated by the first PTC thermistor. Hence, 
when the temperature of the heat generated by the 
first PTC thermistor reaches the operation tempera- 
ture of the thermo-switch, the latter is opened by the 
heat generated by the first PTC thermistor. 

The thermo-switch is also connected to the sec- 
ond PTC thermistor. Therefore, when the thermo- 
switch is opened in the above-described manner, the 
first and second PTC thermistors form a series cir- 
cuit, so t hat the voltage appl ied between t he first and 
second external connecting terminals is applied 
across the series circuit of the first and second PTC 
thermistors, and accordingly the second PTC ther- 
mistor also generates heat. 

As a result, the thermo-switch, being thermally 
coupled to the second PTC, is opened by the heat 
generated by the second PTC thermistor. Therefore, 
the thermo-switch which has been opened by the 
heat generated by the first PTC thermistor, is main- 
tained opened mainly by the heat generated by the 
second PTC thermistor. 

In this operation, the power consumption of the 
circuit is the sum of the power consumptions of the 
first and second PTC thermistors. Hence, the power 
consumption of the circuit can be decreased by de- 
signing it in such a manner that the total power con- 
sumption during heat balance is smaller than the 
power consumption of the circuit when only the first 
PTC thermistor is active. Therefore, the initial resis- 
tance which is provided for an initial period of time im- 
mediately after the power switch is turned on can be 
set to a small value, and the power consumption dur- 
ing heat balance can be greatly reduced. By suitably 
adjusting the electrical and thermal relations be- 
tween the first and second PTC thermistors so that 
those thermistors share the circuit voltage suitably, 
the generation of heat by the second PTC thermistor 
can be started and advanced. In general, when the 
thermo-switch is opened, the resistance of the first 
PTC thermistor has reached a high value. Hence, in 
order that the second PTC thermistor shares the vol- 
tage with the first PTC thermistor to switch the supply 
of heat to the thermo-switch, it is desirable that the 
second PTC thermistor is small in size and high in re- 
sistance. For this purpose, it is effective to employ a 
method in which the second PTC thermistor is pre- 
heated by the first PTC thermistor. 



The nature, utility and principle of the invention 
will be more clearly understood from the following de- 
tailed description and the appended claims when 
read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

5 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings: 

FIG. 1 A is a circuit diagram showing a motorstart- 

10 ing relay device according to this invention; 

FIG. 1B is a circuit diagram for a description of the 
operation of the relay device; 
FIG. 3 is a graphical representation showing the 
resistance temperature characteristics of PTC 

15 thermistors which are suitable for the relay de- 

vice of the invention; 

FIG. 4 is also a graphical representation showing 
the resistance temperature characteristics of 
other PTC thermistors which are also suitable for 

20 the relay device of the invention; 

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram showing a motor start- 
ing circuit with the relay device of the invention; 
FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram for a description of the 
operation of the motor starting circuit; 

25 FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 are circuit diagrams showing 

other motor starting circuits with the relay device 
according to the invention; and 
FIG. 10 are a circuit diagram showing a conven- 
tional motor starting circuits with a PTC relay de- 

30 vice. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

35 A relay device according to this invention has an 

electrical circuit as shown in FIGS. 1Aand 1 B. 

The circuit comprises: first and second positive 
characteristic (PTC) thermistors 1 and 2; and a ther- 
mo-switch (heat-operated switch) 3. The circuit 

40 should have at least two PTC thermistors. One ter- 
minal of the first PTC thermistor 1 is connected to an 
external connecting terminal 4, and the other termi- 
nal is connected to one terminal of the second PTC 
thermistor 2. The other terminal of the second PTC 

45 thermistor 2 is connected to another external con- 
necting terminal 5. That is, the first and second PTC 
thermistors 1 and 2 are connected in series to each 
other. 

The thermo-switch 3 is thermally coupled to the 
so first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2, and con- 
nected in parallel to the second PTC thermistor 2. 
The thermo-switch 3 is held closed when not heated. 

As was described above, the first and second 
PTC thermistors 1 and 2 are connected in series to 
55 each other, and the thermo-switch 3 is connected in 
parallel to the second PTC thermistor 2, and is held 
closed when not heated. When a voltage V is applied 
between the external connecting terminal 4 and 5, 
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since the second PTC thermistor 2 is short-circuited 
by the t her mo-switch 3 which is held closed, the vol- 
tage V is applied to the first PTC thermistor 1 as it is, 
so that the latter 1 generates heat. In this operation, 
the initial resistance of the relay device depends on 5 
a cold (room temperature) resistance value of the first 
PTC thermistor 1 . Therefore, the initial resistance can 
be set to a low value by setting the cold resistance of 
the first PTC thermistor 1 to a low value. 

The relay device of the invention is constructed 10 
as shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C. 

That is, the first and second PTC thermistors 1 
and 2 are built in a resin casing 20 in such a manner 
that they are confronted through a common electrode 
25 with each other. The t her mo-switch 3, as shown 15 
in FIG. 2C, is connected to the common electrode 25 
at the lower end. The outer surfaces of the first and 
second PTC thermistors 1 and 2 confronted with 
each other, are held by contact spring terminals 41 
and 51, respectively, which are integral with the ex- 20 
ternal connecting terminals 4 and 5, respectively. The 
external connecting terminal 5 has a contact 32, 
which is brought into contact with the contact of the 
thermo-switch 3. 

The thermo-switch 3 is thermally coupled to the 25 
first PTC thermistor 1 through the common electrode 
25, and is opened in response to heat generated by 
the first PTC thermistor 1. More specifically, when 
the temperature of heat generated by the first PTC 
thermistor 1 , increasing with time, reaches the oper- 30 
ation temperature of the thermo-switch 3, the latter 3 
is opened in response to the heat thus generated by 
the first PTC thermistor 1 as shown in FIG. 1B. 

The thermo-switch 3 is connected in parallel to 
the second PTC thermistor 2. Hence, when the 35 
switch is opened in the above-described manner, the 
first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2 forms a ser- 
ies circuit. As a result, the voltage V is applied across 
the series circuit of the first and second PTC thermis- 
tors 1 and 2, so that the second PTC thermistor 2 also 40 
generates heat. In this case, the power consumption 
of the circuit is the sum of the power consumption P1 
of the first PTC thermistor 1 and that P2 of the sec- 
ond PTC thermistor 2. Hence, the total power con- 
sumption P during the heat balance can be decreased 45 
by designing the circuit to be small a current flowing 
therein. Consequently, the total power consumption 
P can be smaller than that P0 in the case where only 
the first PTC thermistor 1 is active. 

The thermo-switch 3 is thermally coupled 50 
through the common electrode 25 to the second PTC 
thermistor 2, and therefore it is opened in response 
to heat generated by the latter 2. Therefore, the ther- 
mo-switch 3 which has been opened by the heat gen- 
erated by the first PTC thermistor 1 is maintained 55 
opened by the heat generated by the second PTC 
thermistor. 

FIG. 3 shows the resistance temperature charac- 



teristics of the first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 
2. More specifically, in FIG. 3, the curves L1 and L2 
indicate the resistance temperature characteristics of 
the first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2, respec- 
tively. 

The composite resistance (R11 + R1 2) of the ser- 
ies circuit of the first and second PTC thermistors 1 
and 2 during heat balance at a heat balance temper- 
ature T11 is made higher than the resistance R01 of 
the circuit during heat balance (at a heat balance tem- 
perature T01) when only the first PTC thermistor 1 is 
active, so that the circuit current is decreased, and 
accordingly the power consumption is reduced. The 
relay device comprises two PTC thermistors, namely, 
the first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2. There- 
fore, the initial resistance is provided by the first PTC 
thermistor 1, and the composite resistance (R11 and 
R12) is set by selecting the characteristic of the PTC 
thermistor 2 with respect to that of the PTC thermis- 
tor. Hence, the initial resistance provided immediately 
after the power switch is turned on, can be set to a 
small value, and the power consumption during heat 
balance can be greatly reduced. 

The resistance R21 of the second PTC thermis- 
tor 2 at a temperature T11 is higher than the resis- 
tance R11 of the first PTC thermistor 1 at the same 
temperature T11. Hence, when the thermo-switch 3 
is opened, the voltage is applied to the second PTC 
thermistor 2 more than the first PTC thermistor 1 , so 
that the generation of heat by the second PTC ther- 
mistor 2 is positively advanced. 

In the case of FIG. 3, the first and second PTC 
thermistors 1 and 2 are substantially equal in Curie 
point to each other; that is, their Curie points are sub- 
stantially at TS1 . On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 
4, the Curie point TS2 of the second PTC thermistor 
2 may be lower than the Curie point TS1 of the first 
PTC thermistor 1. In this case, when the thermo- 
switch 3 is opened by heat generated by the first PTC 
thermistor 1, the generation of heat by the second 
PTC thermistor 2 is positively advanced. 

The first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2 are 
confronted with each other through the common 
electrode 25. Therefore, the second PTC thermistor 
2 is preheated by the first PTC thermistor 1, which 
makes it possible to switch the voltage sharing ratio 
of those thermistors when the thermo-switch 3 is 
opened. 

It is desirable that the second PTC thermistor 2 
is smaller in volume than the first PTC thermistor 1; 
that is, the former is smaller in thermal capacity than 
the latter, because when the thermo-switch 3 is 
opened, the generation of heat by the second PTC 
thermistor 2 is accelerated. 

The use of the PTC thermistor small in thermal 
capacity is advantageous in the case where the mo- 
tor has been stopped and should be restarted soon. 
The PTC thermistor is quickly cooled and becomes 
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conductive again and the thermo-switch is closed, so 
that the motor can be started in a short time. 

The thermo-switch 3 has a heat-operated piece 
31 like an armature, which is provided on the side of 
the first PTC thermistor 1. This structure is advanta- 
geous in that heat generated by the first PTC ther- 
mistor 1 is quickly transmitted to the heat-operated 
piece 31 to accelerate the generation of heat by the 
second PTC thermistor 2. The thermo-switch 3 can 
be formed by using bimetal or shape memory alloy. 
The switch 3 is connected to directly or indirectly to 
the first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2. When 
the switch 3 is opened, the current has been greatly 
reduced by the first PTC thermistor 1. Therefore, a 
material for forming the contact of the heat-operated 
piece 31, and the contact 32 is not so limitative. 

FIG. 5 shows a motor starting circuit with the re- 
lay device according to the invention. The circuit com- 
prises: a single phase motor; a main winding 61; an 
auxiliary winding 62; the relay device 7 of the inven- 
tion; a power source 8; and a power switch 9. The ex- 
ternal connecting terminal 4 of the relay device 7 is 
connected to the auxiliary winding 62, and the exter- 
nal connecting terminal 5 to the power line. 

Immediately after the power switch 9 is closed as 
shown in FIG. 6; that is, at the start time of the motor, 
the first PTC thermistor 1 operates as a low resis- 
tance element. The difference between the impe- 
dance of the circuit on the auxiliary winding side 
which is determined by the low resistance and the in- 
ductance of the auxiliary winding 62 and the impe- 
dance of the circuit on the main winding side which is 
determined by the inductance of the main winding 61 , 
provides a phase difference between the current 12 
flowing in the auxiliary winding 62 and the current 11 
flowing in the main winding 61. This phase difference 
gives rise to a rotating magnetic field, so that the ar- 
mature (not shown) of the motor starts rotation. 

When, after the start of the motor, the tempera- 
ture generated by the first PTC thermistor 1 reaches 
the operating temperature of the thermo-switch 3, 
the latter 3 is opened by the heat generated by the 
first PTC thermistor 1 as shown in FIG. 6. 

The thermo-switch 3 is connected in parallel with 
the second PTC thermistor 2. Therefore, when the 
switch 3 is opened in the above-described manner, 
the first and second PTC thermistors 1 and 2 form a 
series circuit, so that the voltage applied between the 
external connecting terminals 4 and 5 is applied 
across the series circuit of the first and second PTC 
thermistors 1 and 2, and the second PTC thermistor 
2 also generates heat. 

The thermo-switch 3, being thermally coupled to 
the second PTC thermistor 2, is opened by the heat 
generated by the second PTC thermistor 2. Hence, 
the thermo-switch 3 which has been opened by the 
heat generated by the first PTC thermistor 1 , is main- 
tained opened mainly by the heat generated by the 



second PTC thermistor 2. Thus, with the motor start- 
ing relay device of the invention, the power consump- 
tion during steady operation is reduced. 

The motor starting relay device of the invention 

5 was formed by using PTC thermistors which are of 
the order of 3.3 Q to 22 Q in initial resistance and of 
the order of 14 mm to 20 mm in diameter. With the re- 
lay device thus formed, during steady operation the 
thermistor power consumption was 1.9 to 2.0 W, 

10 while being 3 to 4 W with the conventional relay de- 
vice. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that a power 
consumption can be further reduced if PCT thermis- 
tors used in the relay device have a steeper resis- 

15 tance-temperature characteristic than that shown in 
Figs. 3 and 4. 

FIGS. 7 through 9 show motor starting circuits, in 
which parts corresponding functionally to those 
which have been described with reference to FIG. 5 

20 are therefore designated by the same reference nu- 
merals. Each of the motor starting circuits employs 
the relay device according to the invention. In those 
figures, reference numerals 10 and 11 designate 
starting capacitors. 

25 The relay device of the invention has the follow- 

ing effects or merits: 

As was described above, in the relay device, one 
end of the first PTC thermistor is connected to the 
first external connecting terminal, and the other end 

30 is connected to one end of the second PTC thermis- 
tor, the other end of which is connected to the second 
external connecting terminal, and the thermo-switch 
is connected in parallel with the second PTC thermis- 
tor, and is held closed when not heated. Hence, the 

35 initial resistance of the relay device depends on the 
first PTC thermistor. Therefore, in the relay device of 
the invention, the cold resistance of the first PTC 
thermistor is set to a low value. That is, in the relay 
device according to the invention, the initial resis- 

40 tance is low due to the cold resistance of the first PTC 
thermistor set. 

The thermo-switch is thermally coupled to the 
first and second PTC thermistors, and connected in 
parallel to the second PTC thermistor. The switch is 

45 held closed when not heated, and is opened by the 
heat generated by the first or second PTC thermistor. 
Hence, in the relay device of the invention, the initial 
resistance is small which is provided for an initial per- 
iod of time immediately after the power switch is 

so turned on, and the power consumption during heat 
balance is small. 

The thermo-switch is thermally coupled to the 
second PTC thermistor, and is opened by the heat 
generated by the latter. Hence, in the relay device of 

55 the invention, the thermo-switch which has been 
opened by the heat generated by the first PTC ther- 
mistor is stably maintained opened mainly by the heat 
generated by the second PTC thermistor. 
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While there has been described in connection 
with the preferred embodiments of this invention, it 
will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various 
changes and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the invention, and it is aimed, 
therefore, to cover in the appended claims all such 
changes and modifications as fall within the true spirit 
and scope of the invention. 



Claims 



than said first PTC thermistor when said first and 
second PTC t her mistors are at one and t he same 
temperature. 

5 7. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
second PTC thermistor is lower in Curie point 
than said first PTC thermistor. 

8. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
10 second PTC thermistor is smaller in volume than 

said first PTC thermistor. 



1. A relay device for starting a electric motor, com- 
prising: 

a first PTC thermistor, a first end of which 15 
is connected to a first external connecting termi- 
nal; 

a second PTC thermistor, a first end of 
which is connected to a second external connect- 
ing terminal and a second end of which is con- 20 
nected to a second end of said first PTC thermis- 
tor; and 

a thermo-switch being thermally coupled 
to said first and second PTC thermistors, and 
connected in parallel with said second PTC ther- 25 
mistor, said thermo-switch being held closed 
when not heated, and being opened by heat gen- 
erated by said first or second PTC thermistor. 



9. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
thermo-switch has a heat-operated piece, which 
is provided on a side of said first PTC thermistor. 

10. A relay device as claimed in any one of the pre- 
ceding claims, which is used for starting an elec- 
tric motor. 



2. A relay device as claimed in claim 1, further com- 30 
prising a common electrode disposed between 

said first and second PTC thermistors which are 
confronted with each other, said common elec- 
trode being connected with said thermo-switch, 
whereby said first and second PTC thermistors, 35 
said common electrode, and said thermo-switch 
are thermally coupled. 

3. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
thermo-switch is opened by heat generated by 40 
said first PTC thermistor, and is thereafter main- 
tained opened mainly by heat generated by said 
second PTC thermistor. 



4. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 45 
power consumption of said second PTC thermis- 
tor during heat balance is lower than that of said 

first PTC thermistor during heat balance. 

5. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the 50 
sum of the power consumptions of said first and 
second PTC thermistors with said thermo-switch 

held opened is smaller than the power consump- 
tion of said first PTC thermistor with said thermo- 
switch held closed. 55 



6. A relay device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
second PTC thermistor is higher in resistance 
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